
  
 
  

Dear Friends: 
 
On Friday, March 11, I had the opportunity to address the graduating class at Pima Medi-
cal Institute.   
 
Seeing those happy, joyous people who worked hard and their families to overcome ob-
stacles, and reaching their goal of bettering themselves through their studies. 
 
Through the power of their perseverance, these graduates will become future medical 
assistants, pharmacy technicians and veterinary assistants.  Tucson and the World will be 
a better place for it. 
 
Education plays and continues to play a major role in life.  In today’s age, we need to all 
become, life long learners.  You never stop learning and wanting to learn.  We all ask 
questions, read, discuss things with our family, friends, neighbors, coworkers and the 
community. 
 
Our community is changing and growing, with the recent news and population details 
from the U.S. Census that shows it to be such.  
 
U.S. Census data for Arizona show that the five most populous incorporated places and 
their 2010 Census counts are Phoenix, 1,445,632; Tucson, 520,116; Mesa, 439,041; Chan-
dler, 236,123; and Glendale, 226,721.  
 
Phoenix grew by 9.4 percent since the 2000 Census. Tucson grew by 6.9 percent, Mesa 
grew by 10.8 percent, Chandler grew by 33.7 percent, and Glendale grew by 3.6 percent. 
 
According to the U.S. Census date, the largest county is Maricopa, with a population of 
3,817,117. Its population grew by 24.2 percent since 2000.  
 
The other counties in the top five include Pima, with a population of 980,263 (increase of 
16.2 percent); Pinal, 375,770 (increase of 109.1 percent); Yavapai, 211,033 (increase of 
26.0 percent); and Mohave, 200,186 (increase of 29.1 percent).  
 
With more people living in the City of Tucson, your Mayor and Council is considering 
options to deal with the Fiscal Year (FY) 2012 budget and revenue projections. 
 
On February 15, your Mayor and Council made some important decisions towards this 
budget by removing the rental tax, advertising tax, business license fees and land  
speculation tax off the table.   
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    Emergency Services 
TPD  & TFD 

DIAL 911 

Permits 791-5550 
Housing Assistance  
  791-4739 

TCC - 791-5522 
 

Code Enforcement  & 
Graffiti removal 
792-CITY (2489)  

Trash Pick up & 
Environmental  
Services 791-3171 

Transportation  & 
Street Maintenance  
  - 791-3154  

Tucson Water 
Billing - 791-5466 
Public Info. - 791-5041 

Happy Saint  
Patrick’s Day—

Be Safe 
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Starting in April, your Mayor and Council will be discussing the budgetary proposal 
brought forward by the City Manager and staff.  The budget is online at    http://
cms3.tucsonaz.gov/announcement/budget-fy2012.  So please read and send your sug-
gestions or thoughts to ward5@tucsonaz.gov. We need your input! 
 
During the April 12 Mayor and Council meeting, a public hearing will take place on the 
proposed rate changes for Sun Tran and Sun Van transit systems. 
 
In the Fall of 2010, the City of Tucson, the Transit Task Force has been charged to 
review the current Sun Tran rates.   
 
The Task Force has made recommendations to raise rates, such as from 40 to 60 cents 
for the economy fare, $1.25 to $1.50 for the cash full fare and $2.50 to $3.00 for the 
Sun Van full fare, to name three of the more than a dozen and a half rates charged 
now. 
 
Ward 5 has more than 25% of the ridership of Sun Tran, so your voice is needed now 
to be heard by your Mayor and Council.  Sun Tran Routes - #6, #7, #8, #24 and #29 
serve this Ward and its constituents.  We need to hear from you about Sun Tran! 
 
In other news, the Costco at the Bridges Project is less than a month away from open-
ing.  April 14 is the day of the grand opening.  It will be the first of several for this pro-
ject and for Ward 5 this coming year. 
 
Have you given a can of food to the Community Food Bank recently?  The Community 
Food Bank is located at 3003 South Country Club Road, 622-0525 and is open Monday 
through Friday (call for hours).  We are also accepting non-perishable donations at the 
Ward 5 Council Office. 
 
I want to congratulate LULAC Chapter 1057 on their success, for their 22nd annual 
Southern Arizona Youth Leadership Conference held at Pima Community College, 
March 14-15.  The Planning Committee as well as the sponsors are to be commended 
for their work in bettering the lives of youth. 
 
The 22nd Annual LULAC Youth Educators Banquet will take place Thursday, March 31, 
in the Copper Ballroom, Tucson Convention Center, 260 South Church.  At 5:30 pm, 
the doors will open and the dinner starts at 6:30 pm.  Tickets are $75 per person.  
Reservations for the dinner can be made by calling 903-2838.  Proceeds go to support 
student scholarships and youth programs. 
 
This past month has been a rough one for myself and my family.  First my Uncle Ernest 
died and on March 3, my Father-In-Law, Livio Leonardi passed away.  My family thanks 
you all for your support, kind words and thoughts during these tough times. 
 
Better news to report, for the 23rd year, the Vietnam Veteran’s of America, Chapter 
106, will be holding Nam Jam, on Saturday, March 26, at the Kino Sports Complex.  
The car show and chili cook off will go from 10 am to 3 pm and the concert will begin 
at noon.   
 
Tickets for Nam Jam are $5.  Donations are accepted or cans of non-perishable food 
and gifts will be appreciated. All donations will benefit transitional homeless Veterans 
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 Help those who are in 
need.   Give to the 
Community food Bank.  
For more information, 
call 520-622-0525 

Ward 5 Council  
Office Staff 
 
Executive Assistant 
Eileen S. Contreras 
 
Council Aides 
Melinda Jacobs 
Mark Kerr 
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shelters, their families, many Veteran programs and the community. 
 
Honor Flight Network is a non-profit organization created solely to honor America's vet-
erans for all their sacrifices.  They transport our heroes to Washington, D.C. to visit and 
reflect at their memorials.  Top priority is given to the senior veterans – World War II 
survivors, along with those other veterans who may be terminally ill. Of all of the wars in 
recent memory, it was World War II that truly threatened our very existence as a na-
tion—and as a culturally diverse, free society 
 
A donation will help transport veterans to Washington, D.C. to visit their memorials. 
Their top priority is our nation's most senior heroes. World War II veterans waited pa-
tiently for over 60 years for a memorial that recognizes their service and accomplishments. 
The World War II Memorial also recognizes the ultimate sacrifices of their friends who 
never made it home. They all deserve this one last opportunity to visit America's "Thank 
You."  Trips are simply not possible without public support. Prior to Honor Flight Net-
work, our veterans had given up all hope of ever seeing the World War II Memorial. Now 
they have hope… but time is not on our side. The time to act is now!   Please mail your 
tax deductible donation to:  Honor Flight, Inc.  Attn: Diane Gresse, 300 E. Auburn Ave.  
Springfield, OH 45505. 
 
The Southern Arizona VA Health Care System (SAVAHCS) invites the public, staff and 
media to learn more about a special group of Veterans – America’s former Prisoners of 
War (EX-POW’s).  There will be an educational event the “EX-POW Recognition Day” on 
Monday, April 11, 2011 from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m., at the VA Hospital, 3601 South 6th 
Avenue, in the Patio Conference Room of Bldg. #4.  The program is free and open to the 
public.  This program is co-sponsored by both SAVAHCS and the American EX-POW 
southern Arizona Chapter. 
 
The Second Annual Tucson Water Festival will be taking place March 24 through April 3.  
More information and program details are online at http://www.waterfestivaltucson.org. 
 
The state of Arizona is funding the Unemployed Payment Assistance Program of Save My 
Home AZ.  The program is for unemployed and under-employed homeowners that can't 
make their mortgage payments. Administration of Resources and Choices (ARC) just 
placed the first unemployed homeowner into the program.  For more information, contact 
Kay White of ARC, 623-9383. 
 
The First Annual Tucson Fire Fighter’s Ball will take place Saturday, March 26, 5:30 pm to 
1a.m., with dinner and dancing at the Marriott Starr Pass Resort, 3800 W. Starr Pass.  
Tickets are $90 (member/guest) and formal attire is requested.  For more information, 
contact Roger Wright, 907-4932, E-mail: tfdmedicman@aol.com. 
 
Peace. 

 
Richard G. Fimbres 
Vice Mayor 
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